[Follicular lymphoma accompanied by paraneoplastic pemphigus and bronchiolitis obliterans: a case report].
A 54-year-old female complained of oral erosion. A flaccid blister appeared on the trunk 2 months after the onset. The high titer of the anti-desmoglein 1 antibody in the absence of Nikolsky's sign led to the diagnosis of pemphigus vulgaris. The lymphadenopathy in the mesenteric and para-aortic regions indicated the possibility of paraneoplastic pemphigus. The steroid pulse therapy and therapeutic plasma exchange were ineffective. As CT-guided intraperitoneal lymph node biopsy revealed follicular lymphoma, R-CHOP therapy was performed. Although partial remission was attained accompanied by an improvement in the skin and mucosal findings after four courses of R-CHOP therapy, an occlusive ventilatory disturbance, possibly attributed to bronchiolitis obliterans, appeared 4 months after the treatment initiation. Although the treatment with tacrolimus was attempted, it was not feasible to be continued because of opportunistic infection, and the patient died 9 months after the onset of the skin lesion. Although specific anti-plakin antibodies were negative, this case was diagnosed as paraneoplastic pemphigus due to follicular lymphoma and complicated by obstructive bronchiolitis based on the clinical findings. The accumulation of similar cases is needed to establish effective treatment strategies.